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province too, especially in the hill tracts, begar is not uncommon.
In fact, in certain parts of the province, x begari' is a synonym of
Chamar. Excepting the hill tracts, begar is not extorted in con-
nexion with work in the fields but for repairing houses etc. For
this latter type of work, the labourer gets \k to 2 annas per day
while the market rate of wages is 4 to 5 annas. Besides this,
they may have to do all sorts of odd jobs without expecting any
remuneration. The houses of depressed class people are often
situated in shamlat land in which they do not have any right.
The zamindars can, therefore, compel them to do begar. More-
over, the majority of them are indebted to some zamindar or
other. Another way of bringing pressure to bear on these peo-
ple is by imposing professional taxes which vary from 8 as. to
Rs. 3 per annum per family. Thus the means of extorting begar
are more or less the same as in other provinces. But begar exists
to a much smaller extent in the Punjab compared to other pro-
vinces of Northern India. This is due mainly to the absence of
big zamindars and the comparatively'greater development of
the means of communication.

Changes in Economic Condition

The condition of the depressed class people is distinctly
inferior to the poorest self-cultivating proprietor and, at times,
there is amongst them a good deal of privation. During the last
few years there has been some improvement in their economic
condition. This is attributable to the increasing demand for
labour, the improvement in the means of transport and com-
munication, and last, but not least, to a growing spirit of inde-
pendence, especially in the plains, as a result of which they
have emerged from a state of serfdom in which they were
three or four decades back.1 Generally speaking, these people
are better off than their brethren in other parts of Northern
India.

1 Ludhiana District Gazetteer, pp, 64-5; Rohtak   District  Gazetteer,
pp. 78-9.